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Catholicism with the hate of one who had quitted it.    To the
end of his life such part in public affairs as was extorted from
him was always cast against the return of the Stuarts.   It
was into his hands that the dying Queen Anne gave the white
staff in 1714 and thus determined the succession of the house
of Hanover.   Yet because he had conversed with Jacobite
agents and exchanged friendly messages through his mother or
through Lord Middleton with King James and thus " made
his peace with Saint-Germains," we are told we must believe
he was a public traitor to his country and to his cause, and a
personal cheat to King William.   We are sure he was neither.
There was only one man who had less incentive, less reason
than Shrewsbury to play the traitor to King William and to
reveal the war-secrets of the Government.    That man was
Danby.    He was Prime Minister.    He had been created by
William at brief intervals Marquis of Caermarthen and now
Duke of Leeds.    Like Shrewsbury, he had nothing to gain
by treason.    He had nothing to hope for from King James
that had not already been given him by King William.   He
was the lifelong enemy of France.    He had played a leading
part in making both the marriage and the Revolution which
had brought King William to the throne.   Whether we judge
according to his self-interest or to his political convictions, it
is incredible that he should have been disloyal to the Govern-
ment of which he was himself the head.    But the success or
failure of the Brest expedition struck him not only as a
Minister, but as a father.    His eldest son, who now that his
father was Duke, had become Marquis  of Caermarthen,
according to Dalrymple, " covered the landing with equal
courage, bravely fighting for that country which his father
was betraying."   We are invited to believe that the Prime
Minister was all the time acting under the orders of James II;
that he was concerned in betraying the Brest expedition to the
French; that he too conspired to delay the sailings of the
English fleet until such time as the French could have made
the best preparations to receive it.   All this, contrary alike
to nature and reason, we must accept because of a Jacobite
document, purporting to emanate from James II, of October
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